
 

Many states throughout the nation offer 
natural and water resource steward 
volunteer programs through university 
extension services; these programs train 
citizen volunteers in the basics of water 
resources stewardship. Now Penn State 
Extension, with the help of other local 
environmental groups, has launched 
Pennsylvania’s own Master Watershed 
Steward program. 
 

Where is the program offered? 
 

Allegheny 
Berks 
Bucks 

Chester/Delaware 
Cumberland 

Dauphin/Lancaster/Lebanon 
Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming 

Lehigh/Northampton 
Monroe 

Montgomery 
Philadelphia 

York 
 

How do I become a Penn State Master 
Watershed Steward? 
 
Contact your local extension office for 
program information and training 
opportunities. 

Master  
Watershed  
Steward  
Program 
 
extension.psu.edu 

 
STATEWIDE PARTNERS 

 

County Conservation Districts 
Pennsylvania Environmental Council 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection 
PA DCNR 

PA Sea Grant 
Stroud Water Research Center 

Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley 
Trout Unlimited 

 

YORK COUNTY PARTNERS 
Watershed Alliance of York 

York County Conservation District 

 

 
 
 
  
Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences research and extension 
programs are funded in part by Pennsylvania counties, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.  
 
The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified persons 
with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you 
anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have questions 
about the physical access provided, please contact Erin Frederick at 
610-391-9840 in advance of your participation or visit.  
 
This publication is available in alternative media on request.   
 
The University is committed to equal access to programs, facilities, 
admission, and employment for all persons. It is the policy of the 
University to maintain an environment free of harassment and free 
of discrimination against any person because of age, race, color, 
ancestry, national origin, religion, creed, service in the uniformed 
services (as defined in state and federal law), veteran status, sex, 
sexual orientation, marital or family status, pregnancy, pregnancy-
related conditions, physical or mental disability, gender, perceived 
gender, gender identity, genetic information or political ideas. 
Discriminatory conduct and harassment, as well as sexual 
misconduct and relationship violence, violates the dignity of 
individuals, impedes the realization of the University’s educational 
mission, and will not be tolerated.  
 
Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to Dr. 
Kenneth Lehrman III, Vice Provost for Affirmative Action, 
Affirmative Action Office, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 
Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901, email: 
kfl2@psu.edu, phone: 814-863-0471.  
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What is the Penn State Master 
Watershed Steward Program? 
 

The Penn State Master Watershed Steward 
program was established to educate and 
empower volunteers to protect 
environmental resources. The program 
provides interested individuals with 
extensive training in watershed 
management and natural resources. In 
return for the training, participants dedicate 
volunteer time to educate the community 
about environmental stewardship based on 
university research and recommendations. 
 
Training and volunteer service are 
coordinated at the county level by extension 
staff, partners, or trained volunteers. Each 
year 15-20 people per county are selected 
for the program. Those accepted to the 
program attend training classes that focus 
on a broad range of water and natural 
resource topics, including groundwater, 
stream ecology, wetlands, invasive plants, 
water recreation, wildlife, forestry and 
stormwater management. There is a one-
time registration cost to those accepted into 
the program, with scholarships available to 
those with financial hardships.  

What do Penn State Master 
Watershed Stewards do? 
 
Master Watershed Stewards volunteer in 
the community to improve the health of 
our streams, rivers and other natural 
resources. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities include: 

• Organizing educational events such as 
rain barrel building workshops and 
seminars on backyard stormwater 
management. 

• Participating in stream restoration 
projects. 

• Sampling water quality and stream 
assessments. 

• Coordinating and conducting stream 
clean-ups. 

• Planning and carrying out habitat 
improvement projects. 

• Working with municipal officials on 
stormwater. 

• Teaching adults and children about the 
environment. 

 

What is required of a Penn State 
Master Watershed Steward? 
 

To become a Master Watershed Steward, 
you need a keen interest in the 
environment, a willingness to learn and 
most importantly, a strong desire to make a 
difference in the community. Whether you 
are a teacher, an accountant, a construction 
worker, a homemaker, or retired, YOU can 
become a Master Watershed Steward! 
 

To become a certified Master Watershed 
Steward, you must complete a minimum of 
40 hours of training and fulfill 50 hours of 
volunteer service. In subsequent years, you 
can maintain your Master Watershed 
Steward status by giving at least 20 
additional volunteer hours and attending at 
least 10 hours of continuing education 
annually. 


